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A brief history of a lifetime of work on 

Latino womenôs health

Best practices when working with 

Latino women and families

This Talk will Cover:



ÅRaised in Guatemala age 3-16

ÅAnthropology/Latin American Studies

ÅWorked in Guatemala, Bolivia, 

Ecuador, Colombia, Barbados, Haiti, 

Chile, Honduras, Mexico, Panama,

Costa Rica, Peru, Brazil, New York 

City, Los Angeles, Chicago

History



ÅReproductive decision making, 

contraceptive use, etc.

ÅChildbirth

ÅImproving pregnancy outcomes

ÅAsthma

ÅSeizures (epilepsy)

ÅViolence prevention

ÅHealth disparities/access to care

ÅHealth literacy

History:  Topics



A Sequence of 

Research on Culture, 

Pregnancy, and 

Childbirth



Cultural/Medical Contexts of 

Birth in Women of Mexican 

Origin and Descent in Los 

Angeles (1979-1984) 

With Patrice Engle



Common Perceptions held by Primiparous Latino Women 

of the Sequence of Places and Events in Intended 

Hospital Births

From Scrimshaw & Souza, 1982



Actual Places, Events and their Interrelationships 

in Intended Hospital Births

From Scrimshaw & Souza, 1982



Providerôs Taxonomy Birth 

(for primiparous women)

From 

Scrimshaw 

& Souza, 

1982



Psychosocial Mediators of 

Prematurity and its Prevention 

(1984-1986)

With Christine Dunkel-Schetter



Model of Birth Weight

1992


